
ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER 

In another gospel text, when Jesus said, “Whose sins you forgive will be forgiven
in heaven and whose sins you retain will be retained in heaven,” the word ‘sins’
was actually not written in the second part of the original text. It was
assumed to be there. In reality, the second part said, “Whoever you retain will
be retained,” and the word John used for retained (krateos) actually means
held or embraced. “Whoever you hold (embrace) will be held (embraced) in
heaven.” This more accurate translation is so much more reflective of the
heart of God.

This week, we read, again, that Jesus is telling his disciples that whatever they
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven and whatever they bind on earth will
be bound in heaven. When you consider that very soon after this passage,
Peter asked how many times he should forgive and the answer was seventy
times seven, which means a limitless number of times, why would Jesus first
tell his disciples that they had the authority to withhold forgiveness?

Perhaps what we should wonder is, who is actually in danger of being
bound? Does anyone have the authority to hold other people captive to their
sins? I think not! But I do think that when we have unforgiveness in our
hearts, we have the power to hold ourselves in a bondage that keeps us from
living in freedom in the Kingdom. There’s not a lot God can do for people
who absolutely refuse to forgive. Those people have chained themselves to
the choking weeds of resentment, mistrust, defensiveness and wounds that
won’t heal. God would love to bring them to sweet release but many people
refuse that release if it means forgiving their enemy, even if their enemy is
their child or spouse. 

To be loosed and embraced in heaven, seek to be released from the bondage
of unforgiveness.       
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ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER PARISH ACKNOWLEDGES AND RESPECTS THE LƏK̓ʷƏŊƏN (LAY-KWUNG-GEN) PEOPLES
REPRESENTED BY THE SONGHEES AND ESQUIMALT NATIONS, ON WHOSE TRADITIONAL TERRITORIES WE STAND

AND WORSHIP,  WHOSE HISTORICAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE LAND CONTINUE TO THIS DAY.

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 26TH AND 27TH 2023
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Monday August 28 St. Augustine, Bishop, Doctor Memorial
Parish Office Closed
6:30am Mass Fr. Sean Flynn presiding

Tuesday August 29 The Passion Of St. John The Baptist Memorial
6:00pm Mass 
Special Int. Douglas Harvey / Special Int.Theresa Onyszkiewicz

Wednesday August 30
6:30am Mass Fr. Sean Flynn presiding
6:00pm Mass Special Int. Thelma Gillese

Thursday August 31
6:30am Mass Fr. Sean Flynn presiding
9:00am Mass + Peter / + Joseph Chanwan Fong

Friday September 1 
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation
6:30am Mass Fr. Sean Flynn presiding
9:00am Mass + Luisa Trejos / Special Int. Val Gustafson
No Adoration in Summer
 
Saturday September 2
6:30am Mass Fr. Sean Flynn presiding
5:00pm Mass "In Thanksgiving" C Fernandez 
(Choir Shawn and Jen)

Sunday September 3 Twenty-Second Sunday In Ordinary Time
10:00am Mass (Choir Christian Rocks)
6:00pm Mass + Recuerdo Cuizon 
(Choir Angela Faber)

The Week of August 28 to September 3
in our Community
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Weekday Masses
Monday ~ 6:30am
Tuesday ~ 6:00pm

Wednesday ~ 6:30am & 6:00pm
Thursday ~ 6:30am & 9:00am

Friday ~ 6:30am & 9:00am
 

Weekend Masses
Saturday ~ 6:30 am 

Saturday ~ 5:00pm (livestream)
Sunday ~ 10:00am
Sunday ~ 6:00pm

Mass Schedule

Join Bishop Gary Gordon as he
celebrates the Mass.

The regular livestream schedule is
7 pm on weeknights

 from Sacred Heart Church in
Victoria and 9 am on Sundays.

Please note changes to the regular
schedule can be found at:

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/events/
dailymasslivestreamed and

https://www.youtube.com/c/RCDVi
ctoriaLiveOne/about.

Our worship area is equipped with
an Assistive Listening system. If
you would like to use this, please
contact the parish office. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9tUalZDIFwlLV1imrPkNKg
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/events/dailymasslivestreamed
https://www.youtube.com/c/RCDVictoriaLiveOne/about


Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Fr.  Alf ie will  be available for
Reconcil iation,  in the church,  1/2 hour before evening
Masses on Saturday and Sunday,  or by appointment.
Please call  parish office 250-479-7413 to arrange.

Sacrament of Marriage:  Inquiries must be made 6 months
in advance.  Register at the office.  Marriage preparation
class is  compulsory.

Sacrament of Baptism: Celebrated on the  f irst Sunday  of
each month at 11 :30am. Please call  parish office to
register.  
Baptism Preparation  wil l  be held on the first Saturday  of
each month at 10:00am. Please call  parish office to
register.

Catechism and Sacraments of Reconciliation,
Confirmation and First Communion:  email :
ourcatechismjourney@gmail .com

Pastoral Care Visits While in Hospital :  We remind the
faithful that privacy legislation in BC prevents the release
of information regarding hospital  admissions.  I f  you or
someone you love is  admitted to a hospital  and would
like a visit  from your Pastor,  Eucharistic or Pastoral Care
Ministers -also Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, who are commissioned at the discretion of
the Pastor,  please let the Office staff  know.

For a hospital  emergency call  Fr.  Sean Flynn at:  
250-889-3761 .
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SACRAMENTS

rite of christian initiation of adults
Who Is Jesus Christ? What are Sacraments? 
Whether you're just curious about Catholicism or eager to enter the Faith, RCIA may be the journey
you're called to this Fall. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the process by which non-Catholics
enter the Catholic Faith. Join us to explore what the Holy Spirit has in store for you! Please contact your
pastor to have a dialogue and then register with Carmelle & Chris Whiteley to sign up for the initial
evening on September 21st. 250-886-2987 or carmelle.whiteley@gmail.com

pastoral care sessions

THE NINE FREE PASTORAL CARE SESSIONS TO BE HELD VIA ZOOM ON CONSECUTIVE SATURDAYS, 
SEPTEMBER 23, 2023 UNTIL NOVEMBER 25, 2023 (with no session October 7 for Thanksgiving).

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

MOIRA KING, CHAIR DIOCESE OF VICTORIA HEALTH CARE COMMITTEE                         EMAIL: MOIRAKING@SHAW.CA

mailto:ourcatechismjourney@gmail.com
mailto:carmelle.whiteley@gmail.com


CANADA HELPS ONLINE DONATION:
DONATE NOW - ST JOSEPH THE WORKER PARISH
(CANADAHELPS.ORG)

(IMMEDIATE ELECTRONIC TAX RECEIPT ISSUED BY CANADA
HELPS)

E TRANSFERS: 
FOLLOW STEPS OUTLINED ON YOUR ON-LINE BANKING SITE
TO EMAIL:  SJTWPARISH@RCDVICTORIA.ORG

CREDIT CARDS: 

PRE-AUTHORIZED DEBIT:  

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND LINKS.

The parish office regular hours of operation are:
Tuesday through Friday 

 8:30am to 3:30pm
(except Statutory Holidays)

Donation Options
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https://000011.parishpal.com/files/docs/PAD_Agreement.pdf

 
Payment_Authorization_Form_for_Credit_Card_Donations.pdf
(parishpal.com)

Youth Group
All Youth Grades 6 and up 

are invited
to join us on Saturday evenings

following 5:00pm Mass
Start-up date: September 9

For more information, please contact
Ruth Real at:

SJTWyouthgroup@gmail.com

Catechism Journey 
St. Joseph the Worker Parish

Catechism Program (2023/2024)

Sunday Morning
11:15am - 12:00 Noon (following the 10
am Mass)
St. Joseph’s Elementary School 
757 Burnside Rd. W

Grade 1 - Our Heavenly Father
Grade 2 - Jesus Our Life
Grade 3 - Jesus Our Life - Sacrament of
Reconciliation
Grade 4 - Our Life with Jesus -
Sacrament of Confirmation & Holy
Communion

Registration Fee: $30.00 (families with
more than 1 child please contact the
parish office)

Please click on link below to register:
Catechism Registration Form 2023-2024

Mandatory Parents Meeting on:
Sunday Sept 17th @ 11:15am 
1st Class on: 
Sunday Sept 24th @11:15am

Please provide a copy of your child's
Baptism Certificate if they were not
baptized at St. Joseph the Worker.
We look forward to welcoming your
family.

The Maryvale Institute has recently relaunched their online Bachelors
of Divinity Program. The program is oriented towards a theological
education at the undergrad level to give you an overview of the
Catholic theological tradition to prepare you for pastoral ministry in
the parish, diocese, or other possible ministries. The real advantage of
Maryvale is that they are experts at online education, and the access
to professors is world renowned. Study with students from all around
the world and get a wonderful immersion into Catholic theology. 

For more information, please go to: 
https://www.maryvale.ac.uk/early-bird-discount.html

Please Note:Please Note:Please Note:
The Parish Office will be closed on:The Parish Office will be closed on:The Parish Office will be closed on:

Monday, September 4 and Tuesday, September 5Monday, September 4 and Tuesday, September 5Monday, September 4 and Tuesday, September 5
and will reopen on Wednesday, September 6and will reopen on Wednesday, September 6and will reopen on Wednesday, September 6

in celebration of Labour Dayin celebration of Labour Dayin celebration of Labour Day

Online Bachelors in Divinity Program

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/47256
mailto:sjtwparish@rcdvictoria.org
mailto:sjtwparish@rcdvictoria.org
https://000011.parishpal.com/files/docs/PAD_Agreement.pdf
https://000011.parishpal.com/files/docs/Payment_Authorization_Form_for_Credit_Card_Donations.pdf
mailto:SJTWyouthgroup@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1S9UFMzFGR1sYqwHmeJG8-1OMULd9ey7vs3EKpMEYEWc/edit
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/9th-diocesan-family-conference-august-2023-tickets-593430365197
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/9th-diocesan-family-conference-august-2023-tickets-593430365197
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/9th-diocesan-family-conference-august-2023-tickets-593430365197
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/9th-diocesan-family-conference-august-2023-tickets-593430365197
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Newsworthy and Noteworthy

Throughout Scripture, we see references to our longing to
see the face of God.  This longing is now fulfilled with the
coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  In September, Fr. Mark
Cherry, a retreat and mission speaker from Halifax, will
lead a retreat in Victoria with the theme “Show Us Your

Face, Lord” to bring us closer to Him.
 

The retreat will take place 
September 29 – 30 (Friday evening and Saturday) 

at St. Joseph the Worker Parish 
(753 Burnside Road W) 

with three talks, adoration and benediction, worship, a
healing service and Mass. Confession will also be available.

 
Space is limited.  Early bird registration is $35 before Aug

31st and $45 as of Sep 1st. 
Lunch is not included – bring a bag lunch.  

 
To register, please visit our website at:

www.tinyurl.com/showusyourface2023. 
For more information, email

catholicretreat7@gmail.com or phone 250-383-7746.

Show Us Your Face, Lord Catholic
Retreat with Fr. Mark Cherry

We are excited that a new Anawim Home for Women
is opening in September.
We are asking for gift donations to add to already
collected gifts. Each woman will find one large gift bag
for each new resident. 
Ideas: Journal, day timer, book, stationary, chocolate,
nuts throw, sweater, jacket, night gown socks, tights,
umbrella, mirror, wallet watch, purse, toiletries, hair,
retail or Starbuck's gift card…
Many thanks for donating to the ANGEL Project in
helping women on their way. 

September first begins this year’s ecumenical Season
of Creation.Its theme,“Let Justice and Peace Flow” is
inspired by the words of the prophet Amos: “Let justice
flow on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing
stream” (5:24).

God wants justice to reign; it is as essential to our life
as God’s children made in his likeness, as water is
essential for our physical survival.  

Pope Francis asks us: "How can we contribute to the
mighty river of justice and peace in this Season of
Creation? What can we do to heal our common home
so that it may once again be full of life?"
We invite you to join in the World Day of Prayer by
praying with Pope Francis. Look at:
https://seasonofcreation.org/2023/05/25/message-
of-pope-francis-for-creation-day-2023/

Season of Creation 2023

Attention parents & guardians of our vibrant young
faithful! We're excited to introduce a unique program
designed for Grade 5 youth who have recently
completed sacramental prep. In this program we will
explore, learn, and plan how we can live a fruitful
Catholic life with a focus on building community, the
Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and growing in relationship with
Jesus through prayer. Our group will meet Saturdays at
6:00pm starting Sept 9th . 
For more information or to register please contact Chris
Whiteley: 
whiteley.christopher@gmail.com or 250-886-2407 

Embracing the Gifts of The Holy Spirit:
Nurturing Young Catholic Hearts

New Anawim Home for Women
Opening in September

Jars Needed for Fundraiser
Brian and Karen Douglas are in need of 250 ml mason
jars for a fundraiser to purchase bark mulch for St. Joe's
garden. 
The blackberry jam will be made from berries donated by
George Flint, who has been picking and sharing the
delicious berries all harvest season. Thank you for
donating!

http://www.tinyurl.com/showusyourface2023
mailto:catholicretreat7@gmail.com
https://www.mail.laudatosimovement.org/click.html?x=a62e&lc=jcz&mc=s&s=M5f&u=z&z=BSeXx2v&
mailto:whiteley.christopher@gmail.com


From the Diocese
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Men's Retreat: Yeshua
From September 29 – October 1, Life Restoration Ministries will be holding a men’s retreat at RockRidge
Canyon in Princeton, BC. Are you yearning to know the real Jesus? The Men's Retreat: Yeshua, delves deep into
the heart of Christ. Join Jake Khym and Peter White for transformative talks, the Holy Mass, and space of
adventure in the outdoors of Rockridge Canyon. Rediscover. Reconnect. Recommit. For more information and
to register, please visit: https://www.liferestoration.ca/mensretreat.

A post has just been added to the Diocesan website with photos from our delegation’s pilgrimage to 
World Youth Day 2023. The post can be viewed at: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog/world-
youth-day-2023.

Photos from World Youth Day

Rachel's Vineyard will be hosting their first retreat on Vancouver Island from August 25-27, 2023 at the
Bethlehem Centre in Nanaimo (2371 Arbot Rd). This ministry is a safe place for people to renew, rebuild and
redeem hearts broken by abortion. Weekend retreats offer a supportive, confidential and non-judgmental
environment where women and men can express, release, and reconcile painful post-abortive emotions to
begin the process of restoration, renewal, and healing. For information please contact Nicola at:
rachelsvineyardvancouverisland@gmail.com

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat

All are invited to a celebration on August 26, 2023 at 3:00 pm at St. Mary’s Church in Ladysmith to mark
the 100 year anniversary of the arrival of the Sisters of Charity of Halifax in Ladysmith. Over the next five
decades, 59 Sisters of Charity served in our Diocese. For more information, please call the parish organizers
at 250-245-4928 or 250-245-4473.

100 Year Anniversary

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishop’s Episcopal Commission for Justice and Peace has released a 
Pastoral Letter titled Living as Catholics in the Public Square: Freedom of Religion and Conscience in Canada.
This document emphasizes the significance of freedom of religion and conscience in our democratic society
and explores the role of Catholics in courageously living out their faith in the public square. A copy of the
letter may be found online at: https://www.cccb.ca/announcement/living-as-catholics-in-the-public-
square-freedom-of-religion-and-conscience-in-canada-a-pastoral-letter-by-the-episcopal-commission-
for-justice-and-peace/

Living as Catholics in the Public Square: 
Freedom of Religion and Conscience in Canada

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Vancouver is offering a weekend marriage retreat this fall from Oct. 27-29,
2023. Rekindle the romance, remind yourselves why you fell in love and learn how to make a good marriage
even better! Register before September 5 for the early bird rate. For more info and to register, please visit:
https://beholdvancouver.org/events/couple-retreat-by-worldwide-marriage-encounter. 

You both deserve it!

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

mailto:rachelsvineyardvancouverisland@gmail.com
https://www.cccb.ca/announcement/living-as-catholics-in-the-public-square-freedom-of-religion-and-conscience-in-canada-a-pastoral-letter-by-the-episcopal-commission-for-justice-and-peace/


Our communities need Catholic men to answer the call 
to lead with faith, protect our families, serve others and
defend our values.

As Knights of Columbus, we stand up for the church, serve the
least among us, and strengthen parishes and families. We
always need new members and fresh ideas to be the best we
can be.

As a member you join a worldwide community of nearly 2
million men, including 12,000 here is BC and Yukon, who stand
together.

Will you answer the call?
Visit kofc.org/joinus to learn more about the many benefits of
membership in the Knights of Columbus.

Contacts in the Parish
Pastor Fr. Alfredo Monacelli
Deacon
Admin Assistant/Secretary/Bookkeeper

Custodian
Responsible Ministry Coordinator
Altar Server Training/Coordinator
Baptism
Contemplative Community

Children's Liturgy of the Word
Children's Religious Education
Eucharistic Ministry Contact
SJTW Pastoral Care Outreach Ministry
Development and Peace
Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA)
Youth Group - Grades 6 to 12
St. Joseph's Elementary School
Catholic Women's League (CWL)
Knights of Columbus
St. Vincent de Paul

Coffee/Hospitality Committee
Finance Committee Chair
Proclaimer Schedule Coordinator
Proclaimer Training Coordinator
Liturgy Committee
Social and Ecological Justice Commitee
Parish Pastoral Council

Deacon Michael Watkins email: mwatkins@rcdvictoria.org
Melissa Hogg/Sandi Duncan/Pat O'Brien 
Office hours 8:30am - 3:30pm Tuesday-Friday
Ralph Scheurle
to be announced
Angela Grohovac
Call parish office (250) 479-7413
Charlie Allen (778) 433-5772 email: charlieballen@gmail.com
(2nd & 4th Saturdays @ 10am)
Kate Pettem email: kpettem@me.com
Christine Armstrong email: ourcatechismjourney@gmail.com
Jenny Di Castri email: jdicastri@gmail.com
Contact Parish Office (250) 479-7413
Sister Marina Smith SSA email: sandseaandsky@gmail.com
Chris & Carmelle Whiteley (250) 886-2987 email: carmelle.whiteley@gmail.com
Ruth Real email: SJTWyouthgroup@gmail.com
Pre School - Gr. 7 Call school office (250) 479-1232 for more info
President: Gerry Heywood (250) 479-6281
Michael O'Rielly email: mfjeorielly@gmail.com
Stephanie Peters (250) 514-7853 email: stephanie.jm.peters@gmail.com
Meetings every 3rd Wednesday 6:00pm to 8:00pm
looking for a coordinator
Mel Evangelista email: mel.evangelista@gmail.com
Bernadette D'Souza email: aberniedsouza@gmail.com
Moira King email: moiraking@shaw.ca
Esmee Rothschild email: rothjones@pacificcoast.net
Sr. Marina Smith email: sandseaandsky@gmail.com
Brian Fox (Chair), Mylinh Trinh, George Flint, Karen Wysiecki, Nancy Zacharias,
Gerry Heywood
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To your local parish Saint Vincent de Paul
Conference; 
At the following website by clicking on the red
button to donate ssvp vancouver island.ca.

Please help the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
(SSVP) bring respite and hope to the less fortunate in
our community. 

The food pantry at the Social Concern Office in
downtown Victoria (833 Yates Street) is running low
on food and is asking for help. 

You can make a donation of food and/or funds:

Alternatively, you can also make a financial
contribution via Canada Helps,
canadahelps.org/en/charities/society-of-st-vincent-
de-paul-of-vancouver-island 

https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
mailto:SJTWyouthgroup@gmail.com
mailto:mfjeorielly@gmail.com
https://www.ssvpvancouverisland.ca/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/society-of-st-vincent-de-paul-of-vancouver-island/


Please support our Advertisers
We are accepting advertising

Please call 250-479-7413

To report sexual abuse by a clergy member, religious, employee, or volunteer, call 1-800-968-3146
 

To report sexual abuse or cover-up by a Bishop, click here or call 1-866-892-3737

RESPONSIBLE MINISTRY & SAFE
ENVIRONMENT |  RCD
(RCDVICTORIA.ORG)
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availableavailable

VOLUNTEER WITH A
PARISH MINISTRY 

We are in a new season as
we move forward.

This is an invitation 
for you to share 

your talent and time 
by joining one of our parish

ministries. 
Serving is a WIN

for everyone involved. 

available

available

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/responsible-ministry
https://bishopreportingsystem.ca/
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/responsible-ministry






Community Services

A weekly podcast of stories for
kids about Catholic Saints,
from the creator of Shining
Light Dolls, Chantal Baros. Join
us each week for a new short
story about the lives of the
Saints!

Family Life
Bringing help and hope to marriages

and families 
for over 30 years.

The Bible In A Year

You are invited to join us in listening to “The Catechism in a Year” podcast. This 365
day podcast will explain all the teachings of the Catholic Church, in a prayerful,
engaging, and approachable way with Fr. Mike Schmitz.

Check it out!
 

The Catechism in a Year – Ascension (ascensionpress.com)

https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/the-bible-in-a-year-with-fr-mike-schmitz/id1539568321?i=1000580987479
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/saint-stories-for-kids/id1448514363
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/catechisminayear



